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FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE
DE MOTOCYCLISME

Mr Jens Gieseke

Member of the European Parliament
European Parliament

60, rue Wiertz / Wiertzstraat 60
B-1047 Brussels

Belgium

Mies, 17 March 2026

Maintaining Member State flexibility on Periodic Technical Inspections
(PTls) for motorcycles in the Roadworthiness Package

Dear Mr Gieseke,

We are writing on behalf of Europe’s motorcycle community and allied stakeholders (FEMA,
DMC, ASMK, FMP, KNMV, MCUI, FMB, SML, FFM, BLS, BV, BVDM, CMRC, IMA, BU, KW,
MP69, NMCU, SMOTO, SMC, MTC and FFMC), to urge you to maintain Member State
flexibility regarding periodic technical inspections (PTIs) for motorcycles in the revision of
the Roadworthiness Package.

We recognise and support the shared objective of improving road safety across the
European Union and are involved in many projects to improve rider safety. However,
extending mandatory PTls to motorcycles — particularly through lowering the threshold to
include motorcycles under 125cm?® as suggested in your draft report — raises serious
concerns regarding proportionality, cost-effectiveness, and territorial fairness.

Mandatory PTIs for motorcycles fail the proportionality test

Large-scale crash causation studies' show mechanical defects contribute only to a small
share of motorcycle accidents (typically ~1-5%), while human factors account for the vast
majority (~80-90%). Even when defects are found after a crash, that does not prove they
were present before the accident, nor that they caused the crash itself2. Moreover,
comparative observation across Member States does not show a consistent correlation
between mandatory PTI regimes and lower motorcycle fatality rates. This raises legitimate
questions about whether harmonised EU-wide testing would deliver measurable road safety
improvements. Under Better Regulation principles, regulatory intervention must be

1 MAIDS, 2009; Otte et al., 2011; Goldenbeld et al., 2017; SAFERWHEELS, 2018
2SAFERWHEELS, 2018
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evidence-based and proportionate to demonstrated risk. At present, the data does not show
that mandatory PTls constitute the most effective lever for reducing motorcycle casualties.

Accessibility constraints undermine the cost-effectiveness of mandatory PTls

Moreover, a mandatory regime would impose significant structural changes on Member
States without existing PTI systems. Establishing specialised inspection infrastructure and
ensuring geographical coverage would require considerable capital expenditure. Unlike
passenger cars, motorcycles cannot simply be integrated into existing car testing facilities
without significant adaptation and specialised equipment. Effective implementation requires
a geographically dense network of facilities, and in rural or climatically challenging regions,
including Outermost Regions, centralised inspection points may be inaccessible for half the
year.

This risks creating a de facto territorial inequality, disproportionately affecting riders in rural
and peripheral areas — regions already facing transport infrastructure constraints. At a time
when the EU is committed to territorial cohesion, such an outcome would be
counterproductive.

Higher-impact measures ensure better resource allocation

Evidence shows that not only do PTIs for motorcycles not show significant improvements
for road safety, but they also don’t represent the optimal allocation of safety resources?.
Structured rider education programmes have been shown to reduce crash rates by up to 30-
35%. Infrastructure adaptations (such as safer intersections, protective barriers, improved
road surfacing and curve path markings) and visibility and awareness campaigns directly
target the principal causes of motorcycle collisions.

The current legislative framework rightly allows Member States to determine whether PTls
are appropriate based on national safety data, geography, and fleet composition. Some
have adopted inspection regimes, while others have implemented alternative road safety
measures, including roadside inspections targeting likely offenders. Maintaining this
flexibility respects subsidiarity while still enabling effective safety oversight.

We therefore urge you to support amendments that preserve Member State discretion and
avoid extending mandatory PTls to all motorcycles at EU level.

We remain fully committed to constructive dialogue and stand ready to provide further
evidence or practical insight from across Europe’s rider community. We would particularly
welcome an opportunity to meet and discuss this further.

3 RIDERSCAN, 2013
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Yours sincerely,

v,

Jorge VIEGAS
President

On behalf of:

N

Wim Taal
FEMA General Secretary

FEMA — Federation of European Motorcycling Associations
Co-signatories:
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